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Summer Camp Spiritual Boost 
29 Inspire Sr. High youth and leaders spent a life-changing week at Camp 
NebWyoDak in July.  Located in the beautiful Black Hills of South Dakota, 
camp afforded the youth amazing outdoor opportunities as well as time to 
forge new and stronger relationships.  Testimonies have been overwhelmingly 
positive, with many of them saying their connection with Christ grew 
significantly.  See Claire Ernst’s testimony for more on page 3! 
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Carpet and Stair Lift Projects 
Moving Forward 

The summer of 2021 was busy on many fronts at Inspire - 
including improvements to the facility.  Two years after 
moving in, the Inspire BOD moved to replace the original 
carpet in the main traffic areas of the church and match the 
carpet in the fellowship hall.  This improvement was also 
enhanced with a repurposing of the Inspire Board Room to 
include an office for Pastor Randy. 

“We originally had a really big table in the board room that 
we thought was going to be useful, but eventually learned 
through use that it was being underutilized,” said Inspire 
Ministry Coordinator Tim Peske. 

Pastor Randy added, “At first, sharing an office space with 
Tim was just fine.  But over time as activity increased on a 
daily basis, I found I needed to find private spaces to get 
work such as sermon writing done.  Thus it just seemed like 
the appropriate time to re-purpose the Board Room into a 
more usable space” 

“It’s an amazing space for planning meetings,” added 
Pastor Ernie Hockett, “and the carpet overall makes things 
brighter and the hall spaces look bigger.” 

In addition to the new carpet, plans for a new stair lift for the 
disabled are underway, with installation anticipated to be 
completed within the next 30-60 days.   

“We received a generous donations for both the carpet and 
the lift.  We are very grateful for everyone’s support as we 
invest in the facility as a tool for ministry,” said Tim Peske. 

The new stairlift is state of the art and will not compromise 
any of the existing stairway space.  When needed, the unit 
changes shape from a stairway into a lift, and then converts 
back when finished. 
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Inspire Finances 

Budgeted YTD:  $250,000 

Offering YTD:  $213,717 

Deficit to Budget: - $36,282 

General Fund: $234,946 

Future Expansion:  $39,501 

Repair Fund:  $41,876 

 (Note:  Budget deficits at this time of year are not 
uncommon, but must be offset by end-of-year giving)

Inspire Votes to Make 
Pastor Ernie Hockett 
Full-Time Community 

Care Pastor
In June the Inspire church family 
approved a budget with includes 
moving Pastor Ernie to full-time.  
Congratulations Pastor Ernie!

Youth 
Ministry 
Minute 
with Sr. 
Higher 
Claire 
Ernst

My experience at camp was such an incredible 
experience and one of the best decisions I have ever 
made. I enjoyed meeting tons of new people from 
different states. Being surrounded by this group of 
people helped me see different perspectives and life 
situations.  I learned throughout the week that 
worshiping doesn’t always have to be in the church, 
but you can worship by cleaning the house, singing 
to the Lord or even doing an act of kindness. Another 
amazing thing I was blessed to experience was being 
able to listen to other peoples stories and hearing 
how God changed their lives.  I benefited from 
hearing about their difficult situations they were in 
and overcame this through Christ. This was my 
experience at camp and I am excited to go next year!
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Inspire Board of Directors 

Rob Peske

Lindsey   
Tafelmeyer

Mike 
Neigum

Genny 
Dienstmann

Chris 
Nyhus

Marshall 
Liudahl

Inspire Prepares to Launch 
Church-Wide Year of Learning 
on the Catechism

Inspire Welcomes New Board 
Members

In June’s annual meeting the Inspire family 
voted in two new board members to the 
Inspire team.  Chris Nyhus is a founding 
member of Inspire and, as an attorney, 

brings excellent analytical skills and legal 
guidance to Inspire.  Marshall Luidahl, also 

a founding member, brings years of 

experience and perspective having served 

on several church boards in the past.  
Welcome Chris and Marshall!

It's that time Inspire Family!  Fall ministry launch is 
beginning and we are excited this year to announce a church-
wide emphasis on the Catechism - the foundations of the 
Christian faith!  For IGNITE Wednesday our theme is Back to 
the Basics - and will creatively focus on the 10  
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer.  
Orientation for all families is Wednesday, Sept.8 at 6:30.  
IGNITE’s launch night is Wednesday, Sept.15.  Dinner 5-6, K-
Adult Groups from 6-7, and IGNITE worship 7-8. 

In addition, Pastor Randy will be preaching Sundays on the 
characters of the Bible who exemplify the Catechism.  He has 
written a new book just for this entitled Catechism 2.0:  How 
Christianity Makes Sense of a Senseless World!  An Adult Ed 
Class will be offered using this book on Monday nights starting 
Oct.4.  You can pre-order the book by clicking this link:  

https://inspirefamily.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/
976132
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Pastor’s Corner - Randy Upgren 

“How is Inspire Really Doing?”

“Pastor, how is Inspire really doing - growth and financially 
speaking?” 

I appreciate the question. Short answer - really well! 

When considering this question it is good to consider two perspectives - how are we 
right now, and how are we considering where we started? 

Right now - Inspire is approximately 800 active members and growing.  We have an 
annual budget now of about $800,000.  We have four full-time staff people, and 
another four part-time staff.  We have a myriad of volunteers.  We have rock-solid 
finances, which includes a healthy repair fund for our facility.  Our summer 
attendance has been unexpectedly strong.  We have launched the Inspire Arts 
Academy, the first event of which (orchestra camp) drew 160 participants.  Yes … 
God is good. 

Considering where we started - in just 4 short years we went from a single pastor, 
200 members, and worshipping at a hotel to where we are at today.  Stunning!  This 
past August 5th my career hit the 30 year mark in full-time ministry.  I can’t believe 
how time has passed.  I want you all to know, the past 4 years have far and away 
been the best of the 30.  Journeying alongside you all with Jesus at Inspire has been, 
vocationally, the joy of my life!  Thank you. 

That doesn’t mean that there haven’t been bumps in the road.  There have.  And 
there will always be some.  To be an alive and faithful church means we must listen 
to the voice of God’s Spirit.  Those who did this in scripture didn’t have smooth 
roads - no, they had bumpy ones.  The bumps are part of the evil one’s opposition to 
good things happening.  The bumps help us to grow and stay humble.  The bumps 
make us stronger and keep us relying on God. 

In today’s world there are increasing temptations to compromise on God’s Word 
and the Gospel.  But if we stay focused and faithful, the answer to the question, how 
is the church doing, will always be - alive and well … alive and well!   
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New this fall will be the start up of the Inspire Family Fellowship Arts Academy. The arts academy 
has been in the “think tank” for, well, most of my adult life. As a young music student at Moorhead 
State University (late 70’s Wow! That was a long time ago….) I remember studying Bach and his music of 
the Baroque era. One of the things that struck me and has stuck with me was learning that in Bach’s 
day, (1600-1750 Yeah, that was a really really long time ago….) the church was the cultural center of the 
community. The church was the home to all kinds of art; music, literature both written and spoken, 
dance, visual art, and artists thrived in the church creating, with an attitude of praising God through 
the creation of their art- given to them by God himself.  

Fast forward to the year 2001 (which doesn’t seem quit so long ago compared to my college days and the Baroque 
era…). I suspended a 20 year career in public music education to work full time for the church. I 
remember seeing a bumper sticker that read “Why should the Devil get all the good music?” And the 
idea of the church once again becoming the cultural center of the community began to “haunt” me. A 
few years later, Pastor Randy, Pastor Ernie and myself began meeting in my living room each armed 
with a yellow pad (Kids, ask your parents “What’s a yellow pad?”) answering the question “What would 
church look like if…..”. And as Pastor Randy, Pastor Ernie and I have mentioned multiple times, 
many of those things “yellow padded” have come to fruition here at Inspire Family Fellowship, one of 
which is the Arts Academy.  

The arts academy begins with a mission statement:  
The Inspire Arts Academy connects people to the Creator through community and Creativity.  

Every successful institution begins with a good, concise, mission statement as its guide. Every aspect 
of the institution functions within the mission statement in order to maintain the integrity of the 
institution. Thanks Rob Peske for providing us with this wonderful mission statement.  

The Inspire Family Fellowship Arts Academy will be a private arts “school” offering a variety of 
classes for beginners to advanced high school aged children as well as adults. At the core of the 
ministry will be Christ centered relationships amongst participants. Each rehearsal will begin with 
prayer; prayers acknowledging the arts as the creation and gift from God the Father. Participants will 
actively pray for each other. Each group will have its own schedule and may or may not include 
public performance/displays as well as participation in IFF worship events. 

Aspects of this ministry will be used to connect student artists with adult/semi-professional/
professional artists. It is the goal to have adults actively participating in classes along with student 
artists: adults discipling young people both artistically and spiritually. As is often the case, adults will 
be the ones blessed by our young people.      
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The Inspire Arts Academy:  New Beginnings & Vision 

IAA Director Bob Peske 
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The academy has already successfully hosted two events this summer. In conjunction with the 
Bismarck Public Schools, 160+ 4th & 5th grade orchestra students had multiple sessions held here on 
a 5 consecutive Thursday nights. As a spiritual component of the camp, campers focused on the 
acronym G-R-A-C-E.  Gratitude-Respect-Attitude-Commitmentment-Encouragement, all of which 
come from our Father. Cool! 

Currently we are in dialogue will several artists about their craft and how they might share it with 
others in the community and use it to glorify God in their own unique way. When I approach people 
who I think might be willing to teach a class I always ask them, “What would it look like if you could 
teach [insert art] any way you would like to teach it?” And then their faces sort of begin to glow.  

The IAA is a work in progress so stay tuned for more details. If you are interested in teaching a class, 
mentoring some folks in your art, please contact me and we’ll have a discussion or too about what 
that would look like. I’d like to thank Inspire Family Fellowship for being brave enough to give the 
academy a chance. The academy fits nicely into Inspire’s core value of service to the community. It 
will be exciting to watch.  

Robert T. “Bubba” Peske
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